
Banbury Community Action Group  
Meeting notes from: Tuesday 1st November 2016 
Ye Olde Reindeer Pub, Parsons Street, Banbury 
 

Next Meeting & AGM: Tuesday 6th December 2016, 7pm – 8pm 
 

Thanks for coming: Lorraine (notes), Jane, Lynda, Sue, Chris 
 

Apologies: Nathan, Hilary 
 

Give or Take & More Review (Sat 29th October) 

 Well attended once again – 85 visitors, saving 380kg of waste. 

 Donations raised including the food surplus café £83.09 

 Restart party was very popular, many electrical items fixed or diagnosed. We need to 
promote this more to try and get more e-fixers to join us. 

 Offline publicity needs to be improved, eg. press releases, the letterbox and the planned 
Bridge St. noticeboard. 

 Leftovers were taken to local charity shops nearby and freegled successfully. It will be 
helpful to look into booking a charity van collection from 2.30pm and someone who can 
store them over a weekend in future. 

 Next Give or Take has been booked at RVS for Saturday, 25
th

 March 2017  11am-2pm  
 

Elected Roles 

 We spent a long time on this as we felt strongly about remaining as a friendly informal CAG 
and still be able to keep our projects around the town moving forward. 

 The Chairperson role is key to making sure our volunteers are happy and have all the 
resources needed for their projects to continue. This role doesn’t need to be too onerous, 
and Chris is going to contact some project co-ordinators who weren’t present to gain their 
opinion of being asked by the Chairperson for a quick email update or informal chat on the 
phone occasionally when necessary. It was generally felt that this would be a good 
approach to try to keep the larger projects in touch with the other volunteers for support 
and BCAG as a whole extended group. 

 The Secretary role is more communication based. The note taking is already shared by the 
volunteers attending a meeting, and several other tasks are spread out between everyone. 
It is important to regularly check the mailbox, update the mailing list contacts and inform 
everyone of the monthly catch-ups and events. 

 The Treasurer role is straight forward, runs well at present and is sufficient for our needs. 
 

Skillshare, Saturday 12th November 2016 

 Chris and Harry will be attending. 
 

Snippets from the mailbox 

 Harvest Banbury – The street warden has asked us to pick apples in Delapre Drive to reduce 
problems for the nearby neighbours. People are coming forward with garden locations 
where fruit is available to be picked. 

 It would be good to find someone to design a foraging map for the town 
 

Bridge St. Garden update 

 Orders are being placed to spend the grant funds. Hilary and Lucy have ordered trees and 
will be visiting Buckinghamshire Nurseries. Hilary is following up on the solar panels. 

 Next garden meeting will be on Wednesday, 9th November 6.15pm at Wild Lime Pub 
 

Browning Road Orchard 

 Tree planting session Sunday, 27th November 2016  2.30pm. 
 
 

 



 
AOB 

 After 3 years of improving unloved spaces around the town, Jane has decided that it is time 
for her to move on to other things. We were sad to hear this as she has contributed to 
many hours of volunteering with us all and individually and was very motivational in 
pushing us along to get things done. We wished her well and are pleased that she will still 
keep in touch with us. 

 The three Castle Street flower beds were our first BCAG project; Jane continued to 
maintain them by herself so it is important to keep her good work going. The Bridge St. 
garden team will ask their volunteers who are interested in growing flowers to take this on 
if possible. Lynda has offered to oversee this. 

 The area around the Bolton Road Street sign is suitable for planting. 

 The shingled areas from the Castle Street walkway next to RVS and through to the alleyway 
in the market place would make a good location for some flower planters. 


