
Banbury Community Action Group  
Meeting notes from: Tuesday 5th January 2016 
The Globe Room, Olde Reindeer Pub, Parsons Street, Banbury 
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday 2nd February 2016 @ 7pm 

 
Thanks for coming: Chris (minutes), Claire, Hilary, Jake (Chair), Jane, Lorraine, Lynda, Nathan, 
Simon, Sue 
 
Apologies: Kate W, John, Andrew 
 
1) Election of officers 
For minor procedural reasons this was carried over from the AGM last month.  
Elected as Chair: Jake. Proposed by Tim, Seconded by Lorraine, unanimously carried. 
Elected as Treasurer: Nathan. Proposed by Jake, Seconded by Hilary, unanimously carried. 
 
There were no nominations for secretary so this position remains vacant. Chris has agreed to take 
minutes for meetings (and give as much notice as possible if he cannot attend). 
 
It was also pointed out that many members involved in marketing and media have moved away, or 
it was unclear  to what extent people were able to remain involved.  
ACTION FOR ALL: If you would like to get involved in marketing or media work, or have been 
involved and wish to do less, please let Jake know via banburycag@gmail.com. We have agreed to 
discuss this in more detail at our next meeting. 
 
2) Banbury Town Council Events 
Nathan shared a leaflet detailing plans for Banbury Town Council's public events, and the 
following points about CAG's involvement with them were made: 
16th January. 10.00 – 2.00. Volunteers Fair at Town Hall. For potential volunteers looking for 
organisations needing them. Jake and Nathan will be there throughout the time and would be 
happy to see more members joining them, even if just for an hour or so.   
3rd June. Volunteers reception. Date noted, will decide nearer the time whether we want a formal 
group presence. 
12th June. District show. Noted that we could share a stall with Cherwell District Council, or merely 
leave some resources with them. This is very helpful since it means that we do not need to make 
an immediate decision about our level of engagement. If we have enough people, we can be more 
actively involved – but the Big Lunch is likely to be the same day, and a Bring and Take event will 
be around the same time. 
25th June. There will be a Bring and Take event on this date, in the town centre. This is the same 
day as the armed forces day – we will be taking advantage of the likelihood of more people in 
town on that day, though there will be no formal connection between these two events. 
21st August. Banbury Food Fair. We have agreed to have a stall or activity at this event. 
2nd October. Banbury Canal Day. We have agreed to have the Bridge Street garden open on this 
day, probably with activities of some kind. 
ACTION FOR ALL: Keep the dates free in your diary if you can, and better still volunteer to help at 
one of these events (by letting us know at a future meeting or via banburycag@gmail.com) 
 
3) Banbury's new country park 
This is proposed for land behind the new Gateway shopping thing, around the M40 and A361. 
Suggestions which Nathan will feed back into the consultation process: bird hide, walks, fruit 

 



trees, seed distribution, plants. No decision made on any other CAG involvement, some members 
not keen. 
 
4) Morrisons Food Waste Scheme 
The supermarket is donating surplus food, which they can't sell and which would otherwise be 
binned, to charity – including CAG! Jake has met with Banbury store's Community Champion. We 
can meet with her and take what we need (from what they have to give away!) for events such as 
stalls, or pop-up cafés. There is less legislation if you are not selling the food (which we would not 
be) – Simon has good links with the food surplus café network in Oxford so will check that events 
we plan are legal and safe. 
 
5) Tesco funding for outside community spaces 
Banbury CAG members have applied on behalf of the group. Awaiting response. Projects need to 
be for at least one year, for the benefit of the community, and accessible. ACTION FOR ALL: Ideas 
for further projects to banburycag@gmail.com. The idea of using funding to pay for assistance to 
set up a more permanent group to oversee a range of this projects was also discussed and Hilary 
will provide further suggestions about this at a future meeting. 
 
6) Promotional equipment 
We have enough money for items we could use frequently such as a gazebo, table, pull-up banner 
etc. ACTION FOR ALL: Ideas to – you've guessed it -  banburycag@gmail.com – particularly if you 
know of a reliable supplier or good-value product. 
 
7) AOB 
a) Car Club. Jake and Nathan are meeting with Andrew.  Can discuss the idea of promoting this via 
Cherwell District Council website. Chris happy to remain involved. On agenda for next meeting.  
b) Jake in discussion with a certain Hugh Fernley-Whittingstall (invented spelling) regarding his TV 
programme 'War on Waste'. 
c) There is funding available for electrical re-use projects, including training PAT testing – Simon is 
the contact for further details. 
d) We discussed further involving young people, such as scouts and guides. We will attempt to 
invite one of their leaders to a meeting to see what joint projects might be possible. 
e) Other sites for garden-type project might include Grimsbury Community Association, who 
apparently have a garden behind the community centre, and land in Nursery Lane behind the 
famous coffee processing factory. More investigation needed about who owns what and who 
might be involved. 
f) However Jane is once again regularly at the Castle Street site, currently on Wednesday mornings 
between 9.30 to 10.00, and would welcome any helpers. 
g) Nathan will be visiting the Bicester Green organisation on Friday and will feed back at the next 
meeting if there are any ideas we can learn from, or projects we could collaborate on.  
h) Discussion of future Bring and Take events, to be confirmed next month. End of March as 
another possible date. May try different locations, could combine with pop-up cafe type event.  
i) Some discussion about changing the start time – watch future e-mails in case we decide to go 
for a slightly later start time. 
 
 
 
 
 




