
Banbury Community Action Group  
Meeting notes from:  Tuesday 3rd November 2015 
The Globe Room, Olde Reindeer Pub, Parsons Street, Banbury 

Next Meeting: Tuesday 1st December 2015 
The Mill Arts Centre, Spiceball Park Rd,Banbury, OX16 5QE 

Present : John D, Sue, Lorraine, Jane, Lynda, Jake, Hilary  
 
Apologies: Lynne, John H, Kate (Sanctuary), Harriet, Chris M, Andrew, Harry, Tim, Nathan 
 
Chair: Jake   Notes: Lorraine 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROJECT UPDATES 

Harvest Banbury 

The pilot event went really well, was fun to do and saved ½ tonne of apples. Most were turned into juice, some 

leftover apples were given to charity and others were made into toffee apples at Naomi’s Café. The scrats 

even went to some local pigs as a tasty snack! Received some good local press coverage on this. 

This will continue as an ongoing event. 

 
Food Waste Cafe 

There are lots of pop up food waste café ideas in hand, with a pilot scheme due to start soon. 
The idea to do events around food, where people are taught skills on food preparation with leftovers, guest 
cooking demonstrations and taking away excess fruit and vegetables, either raw or cooked meals to freeze 
was a popular idea that we’d like to try. 
Locations with kitchen facilities, such as the Beacon Centre and Neithrop Hall would be useful to use. 
Having seasonal popups and joining up with local allotments could work well together. 
Jake has been liaising with businesses on food waste sources – Interview on Banbury Guardian website. 
 
Funding 

Weee funding for electrical items has been applied for, with hopes that we can start some repair cafes and buy 
our own PAT test machine. A decision on this should be known by December. 
 
John D informed us of the Health Improvement Board funding available. Pilot projects on health, exercise, 
healthy eating and easy recipes could be a good fit for this. 
 

Skillshare 
 

 Nathan will be attending this CAG Oxfordshire event on 21st November to share accounting advice. 

 There may be the possibility of a local skillshare within our group if enough people are interested. 
 
Give or Take & More! 
 

 Guest stall invitations have been sent out. 

 On the day, we are participating alongside the Have Faith in Community event – this includes many 
information guest stalls. (10am – 4pm) 

 Posters are ready to be collected from Andrew 

 Online promotion has started on Facebook, Twitter and Freegle 

 The Grimsbury Neighbourhood Blitz leaflets will be delivered by the end of next week. 

 Any volunteers who can deliver a batch of these, please let us know. 

 Need to confirm with the CDC event as to who’s providing which food/café items. 

 Lorraine will send out a separate information email on the Give or Take. 

 



Bridge Street Edible Community Garden 
 

 The next two drop in sessions are on Saturday, 14th November and Saturday, 28th November. 

 Working parties for the winter months will be 12pm – 2pm. 

 Harry and Jake will be attending alternate drop in sessions each month. 

 The litter problem is declining and should now be on the Town Council pickup route 

 Engaging with the young people who use the community garden space is continuing in a positive manner. 
 
AGM 

 

 This will be held upstairs in the Millers Bar at The Mill from 7.30pm – 10pm on Tuesday, 1st December. 

 A few business items need to be covered before the social starts. 

 A short written report for each project(s) for inclusion in the notes should suffice in place of speeches.  

 Everyone will bring some snacks to share – wine to be confirmed. 

 Try a different venue next year. 
 
Community Involvement Requests 
 
We have received email enquiries from the Guides, Beavers and Style Acre who are interested in getting 
involved in our projects.  
January 2016 meeting – plan a small get together for February and invite them along. Show them what we do 
and see if we can match them up with something. 
 
Nursery Drive planting area 
 
Hilary and Jane are working out designs and collecting wood - will arrange a meeting with Mike Hall. 
 
Ironstones Volunteer Tidy Up 
 
Banbury Town Council are looking for volunteers to join them in tidying up the Neithrop Fields Cutting, from 
Warwick Road to Devon Way on Saturday, 7th November from 10am. 
The site is part of the former ironstone railway built between 1914-1918 and contains rock formations that are 
183 million years old! 
Willing volunteers can either contact Mike Hall at Banbury Town Council on 01295 250340 or turn up near the 
Alvis Gate link to the footpath at 10am. 
 
Promotion 
 
A scrap book of clippings/photos in addition to our display board could be made to showcase our many 
projects and achievements. 
 
Browning Road Orchard 
 

Funds of approximately £50 are needed to replace some trees that have died in readiness for the Spring 
Blossom event.  
 


